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HRC-MIN-2025-08 

 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (“HRC”) 

8th MEETING OF 2025 
MINUTES 

 16 October 2025 
CONFERENCE ROOM 

HRC SECRETARIAT OFFICES 
PRESENT:   

Benjamin Tonner KC  Chairperson  
Nicholas Quin   Member  
Alecia Johns    Member 
Nicholas Dixey   Member 
Mike Gibbs                                         Member 

 
SECRETARIAT MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Evette Burnell   Administrator/Analyst 
Melanie Mcfield                                Manager  

Minutes of the Meeting 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting commenced at 4:15 p.m. The Chair welcomed Mr. Mike Gibbs, who was introduced as a new 
Member of the Commission. 

2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 September 2025 were approved. 

3. Matters Arising 

a. Education Initiatives 

i. i. Social Media Campaign – The Administrator/Analyst presented the November social media post, 
which was approved. The Commission Secretariat will boost the next posts to help increase visibility. 
A social media post will also be drafted for Human Rights Day (10 December) and will be reviewed at 
the next meeting. 

ii. Bill of Rights Training – The Secretariat reported that video recordings for the BOR training course 
have been completed. Assessment questions have been drafted and are currently under review and 
approval. 

iii. School Visits – No visits are currently scheduled. Contact has been made with Sharon Marie Martin 
Primary School, with a visit expected. The Commission will continue the approach of engaging 
smaller student groups rather than full assemblies. 
A visit is proposed for Human Rights Day (10 December), subject to confirmation from school 
management. 
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b. Migrants 
• The Cayman Islands Legal Practitioners Association (CILPA) has circulated a call for pro bono 

attorneys to assist migrants. Some responses have been received, and the Secretariat will follow up 
with CILPA to confirm next steps. 

• The Secretariat met again with the Cayman Islands Legal Assistance Clinic (CILAC), which offered 
support during later stages of the asylum process, as well as potential legal clinics and training 
sessions. CILAC will submit a proposal outlining its offerings for Commission review by the next 
meeting. 

• CBC has been contacted regarding scheduling the next quarterly meeting. A response is pending, and 
the meeting is anticipated for Q1 2026. 

c. Prison Updates 
• A follow-up email was sent to the Ministry of District Administration & Home Affairs concerning the 

increase in prisoners with mental health conditions. A response was received from CO Ebanks, who 
requested a meeting with the Chairman. The Secretariat will confirm a date. 

• The Secretariat is coordinating the next prison visit for Members with Prison Management, expected 
in the new year. 

d. HRC Annual Report 
The 2023 and 2024 Annual Reports have been tabled in Parliament and will be published on the HRC website. 

e. Mental Health 
Members plan to schedule another visit to Poinciana mental health facility next year and a date will be 
confirmed nearer to the time. 

f. Beneficial Ownership Register 
A UK barrister has been engaged to provide an opinion on the potential public beneficial ownership register, 
considering both constitutional and Cayman-specific concerns. The Secretariat anticipates receipt of his 
opinion next week and it will be circulated to Members. 

4. Human Rights Complaints and Enquiries 

OLD: 
• HRC-COMP-002/2024: Appeal ongoing; Secretariat monitoring. A supplementary complaint 

regarding judgment delays has been lodged. 
• HRC-COMP-006/2025: Supplementary complaint linked to 002/2024; response received confirming 

judgment to be delivered at the next sitting. The Secretariat will acknowledge receipt of the most 
recent letter. 

• HRC-ENQ-001/2025: WORC provided details on jobseeker support. The Secretariat has followed up 
with the complainant regarding assignment of an Employment Services Officer and awaits a 
response. 

• HRC-ENQ-002/2025: Inquiry regarding Immigration law changes. The draft Bill had not been received 
for review by the time of the meeting. However, since the meeting it was circulated for public 
consultation. 

New: 
• HRC-COMP-007/2025: Complainant requested assistance regarding her child’s dependency denial on 

her RERC. The Secretariat will follow up after the complainant’s legal consultation. 
• HRC-COMP-008/2025: The Commission determined that the complainant should pursue the legal 

process available to challenge or appeal a decision. 



3 
 

• HRC-COMP-009/2025: Complaint regarding a homeless migrant. The Secretariat will contact 
WORC/CBC to determine the individual’s immigration status. 

• HRC-COMP-010/2025: Complaint concerning prison conditions. The Commission has planned a 
prison visit for the new year and a meeting with the Ministry. An acknowledgement letter has been 
sent to the complainant. 

5. New Business – A journalist contacted the HRC regarding an article on fraudulent work permits and the 
exploitation of vulnerable individuals arriving in Cayman. The Commission discussed the matter and 
determined it fell outside its remit, as it is a law enforcement issue for the police. 

6. Any Other Business (AOB) – This meeting marked the final session for Member Quin, who was presented 
with a small token of appreciation. The Commission expressed gratitude for his service and 
dedication during his term. 

7. Action Items 
It was resolved the Secretariat would: 

a. Publish approved social media posts and prepare the Human Rights Day post (3.a.i). 
b. Progress the BOR training and provide updates at the next meeting (3.a.ii). 
c. Confirm the proposed Human Rights Day visit date with Sharon Marie Martin Primary School (3.a.iii). 
d. Follow up with CILPA and CILAC regarding migrant support initiatives (3.b). 
e. Schedule the next quarterly meeting with CBC (3.b). 
f. Arrange a meeting with the Ministry of District Administration & Home Affairs to discuss prison mental 
health concerns (3.c). 
g. Publish the 2023 and 2024 Annual Reports (3.d). 
h. Circulate the Beneficial Ownership Register opinion once received (3.f). 
i. Draft correspondence for all complaints and enquiries discussed (4). 
 

8. Items to be Discussed at the Next Meeting 
a. PR & Education Initiatives 

i. Social Media Campaign 
ii. Bill of Rights Training 

iii. School Visits 
b. Migrants 
c. Prisons Updates 
d. HRC Annual Report 
e. Mental Health 
f. Beneficial Ownership Register 
g. Immigration Transition Act  

 
8. Next Meeting  

The next meeting is scheduled for 18 November 2025.  
 
9. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
 

 
Benjamin Tonner KC 
CHAIRPERSON 


