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COMMISSIONS SECRETARIAT MEMBERS PRESENT:
l)eborah Bodden Manager

Meeting called to order
'fhe mecting was callcd to order at 2:20pm.

Confirmation of Previous Minutes
The 9July 2015 minutes werc approvcd.

Matters Arising ftom Previous Minutes
a. Matters adsing from the meeting with HM Prisons Inspectotate Team

The Commission has followed-up requesting a time line of when dccisions will bc made

by the public authority in these matters but has not yet had a response.

b. Non-Profit Organisation Bill (2015)
Thc Commission has complcted a ter.icw of this Bill and has found thcte are no
apparent human rdhts concems.

c. Meeting with Representative of the UNHCR
The Commission has follorvcd-up requesting a tine linc of when decisions will bc made

by the public authority in tlesc matters but has not yet had a response.

d. Report on Mental Health Inadequacies
Thc Commission teccived an initial rcsponse from tle Chicf Officcr of the N{inistry of
Health regarding the lfental Health Commission's (MHC) desire to collaborate with the

Commission fot the purposes of talmng. The Cotnmissron rvas advised, in July, by the

Ministq' that more detailed infotmation will follow frorn thc Chairman of thc N{HC in
tle near futurc. As the Commission has not yct tcceived such correspondence, it rvill
folkrw up on the possiblc collabotation.
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Issues at Lighthouse School
Thc Commission agtccd, that not llavirlg had a responsc from thc parcnt wh()sc name
rvas refcrred to in thc nc\\'spaper it rvill corrtact thc N{ir.ristry of l'lducation to enquirc
what stcps it has takcn to remcdy the situation.

Blue Spot Handicapped Spots
'I hc Comnission has re ccivcd a responsc from the Acting Commissioncr <>f PoLicc

follorving its enquin as to rvhat is bcing donc to educatc Officers about not pnrking in
handicapped spaccs. Thc Commission is satisfied rvrth thc tcsponsc reccivcd rvhich
indicatcs that thc Commissioncts takc: this matter scriously and cnsutc all Officers atc

arvarc of thcir rcsponsibilitics undcr the larv.

Education Bill 2015
'l'hc Commission remains in the rcr-icrv staEc of this mattcr'.

Conditional Release Law
Thc Commission has not t.et reccived a fcspor.rse from tlrc Dircctor of thc DePartment
of Cornmuniq' Rehabilitation to its corrcspondence requcsting an updatc on the
regulations and a brcakdon'n of thc costs associatcd u-ith implcmcnting thc legislation so

that it can propcd,v consider this mntter. It will follow up ()fl this rcqucst for information.

New Business
a. Same-Sex Unions

Thc C<lmmission relcased a statement on samc-scx unions aftct a motion rvas brought
bcforc the housc to retain the dcfinition of marriagc in accordancc rvith the Cor.rstitution.
Ths c()ntent of the addtcss was sccn as hateful and discriminatory and thc Commission
in tum relcascd a statcment and draftcd conespondencc to thc Prcmicr on thc subject.

B<>th documents rvcre p<>sted on the (lomtr-rission's rvebsite and its Facebt>ok page. As a

tesult, the (lhairman was invited t() attcnd thc ltoostcr Ctoss'falk Show on 26,\ugust tcr

further discuss the mattcr.

b. Dtaft Labout Relations Law
lhc Commission is currently in the proccss of considering this lcgislatton and rvill
pror-idc fecdback in duc coursc.

Marine Parks Proposals
'fhe (lommissi<>n is arvarc that public consultation on the matine patks proposal rvill
begin shortlv. 'fhe Commissic-rn prer-iously ro-ierved the proposals during the 2012

pubLic consultation period. fhc Commission continucs to bc of thc vicu' that thc
I)cpartmcnt of [nvironrncnt and the linr.ironmental Adyisory Committec are taking thc
nccessarv positir-c stcps to bring thc National (lonscn'ation l-arv into cffect. 'Ihc
Commissi<>n rvill draft a statcmcnt or the imp(xtauce of thc protcction of environmcnt
ancl thc Commission's vicrvs on thesc positir-c stcps being taken.

Volunteets
The Chairman has rcceivcd an enquiry bv a mcmbcr of the public rvho is intcrcstcd in
assisting rvith any projects the Commission mav have appropriatc fot their skill set. 'fhc
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(lommission has agrccd that as long as thc nccessarl' conFrdcntialitr safcguatds are in
placc, this shr>uld be cn'rbraccd.

Human Rights Complaints
a. Update trn Human Righrs Complaint 014 / 2013

N4cmbcts wcrc updatcd on this complaint. No further action by thc (lommission is

neccssary at this timc as the public authoritl is rvorking rvith the complainant to rcsoh'c
the mattcr.

b. Update on Human Rights Complaint 079 /201j
Nfetr"rbers rvcre updatcd t>n this complaint. N() further action by the (lommission is

ncccssary at this time as the public authoritv continues to work u,'ith the complainnllt to
resolve the mattcr.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 006 /2014
N{embers u'e re updated on this complaint. 'l'hc (lon-rmission undcrstauds the public
authority is working to addtess this complaint through an intetim solution ht>r'"'cvct thc
(lommission is intcrested in ensuring a long-tetm solution is found.

Updatc on Human Rights Complaint 014 /20L4
X{cmbcrs rvcrc updatcd on this con-rplaint. 'lhc Commission has prcviouslv follorvcd up
rvith the relcr-ant public authority rcqucsting an updatc ()n this matter horvevct no long-
tetm solution has becn found and as a tcsult thc Commission rvill again f<>llow up on its
ptevious rec()mmendations.

Update on Ffuman tughts Complaint 002 /2015
Thc Commission again attcmptcd to rcqucst ansrvcrs/information related to this

complair.rt from the rclelant public authoritv horvevet the rcpll agair.r docs not provide
satisfacton outc()mc and thus thc Commission has agtecd to drzft a rcp()rt on this

complaint.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 003/2015
l{cmbcrs rvcre updatcd <>n this complaint. Thc Commission has prcviouslv ftrllorvcd up

rvith thc relcr.ar.rt pubLic authoritr, rcqucsting an update ofl tlis nattcr horvevcr no long-
tertrr solution has becn fi>und and as a result the Commission rvill again f<rllorv up on tts
prcr.ious recommendations.

Update on Human Rights Complaint004/2015
N{cmbcts rvcre updated on this comPlaitrt. 't he Comrnission agrced it rcquircd futther
infr>rmation and this rvill be sought. It is noted that thc Chailr-ran (fames Austin-Smith)
rccused himsclf from this complaint and instead it rvas handlcd bv;\cting Chairman llcn
Tonnct,

Update on Human Rights Complaint 008/2015
'lhc Commission corresponded with thc complainant's lcgal tcpresentatir-e asking for
additional specific information ab()ut the accusations hrxvcvet such information has yct
to be rcceivcd.
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Updatc on Human Rights Complaint 009 /2015
N{cmbcrs rvcrc updatcd on this complaint. As thc Commission has been krohrng into this
complaint f<rr a significant period of time Nlcmbcrs agrecd that thc complainant u,'ill be

contactcd in ordcr that thc frlc is updatcd.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 010/2015
N{cmbct s rvcre updatcd on this complair.rt. f'l.rc Con-rmission corcspondcd with the
rclcr-ant public zuthority in otdcr to asccttain thc telcvant informzti()n ho$''evcr it has yet
to reccive the tcquestcd informatron.

Update on Human Rights Complairlt 0ll/2015
I\Icn.rbcrs rvcre updated on this complaint.'Ihe Commission cottespondcd rvitlr the
rclevant public authoritv in otdcr to asccrtain thc relcvant information horvcvcr it has yet
f, r rcccir c thc rt tluestcd inflorrnation.

Fluman Rights Complaint 012 /2015
Thc (lommission considcred this complaint and agrced that it rcquired further
information ftom thc complainant in ordcr to prope v consider tJris complaint. It is

fl()tcd that the mcmbcr Rcn l'onncr recused himself from this comnlaint.

Fluman Rights Complaitt 073 /2015
f'hc (bmmission considered this complaint and alyeed that it should rvritc to thc
tclcvalrt public authotitr in r>rdcr to asccrtain thc information nccessarv to makc an

informcd dccision after the complainant providcs the fleccssary relcasc of information. It
is notcd that thc member Ben Tonner rccuscd hLnsclf from tl.ris complaint.

Human Rights Complaint 014 /2015
'l he (lommission c<>nsidcrcd this complaint and agrced that this fiattcr falls outsidc thc
jurisdiction of the Commission and thcrcfote is n()t somethin!! thc Commission can

process. Tlrc complainant will be notificd.

Human Rights Complaint 015 /2015
l'l.re (lommission considcted this complaint and appced that this mattcr falls outsidc the
jurisdiction of the Commission and thctcfote is t.tot somcthing thc Commission can

proccss. Thc complainant will be notified.

Human Rights Complaint 076 /2015
'l'he Commission considcrcd this complaint and agrecd that it te<luired furthct
infonr-ratjon from the complainant in <>rdet to propcdy consider thc matter.

Human Rights Complaint 017 /2015
'l'he (lommission considercd this complaint and agtecd that it sht>uld writc to thc
telcr.ant public authorin' in ordcr to asccrtain thc inf<>rmation neccssarl to makc an

informed decision.

Ffuman Rights Compla int 018 / 2075
'l he (lornmission considercd this complaint and agreed tbat part of the con-rplaint did
not appenr to cr.idcncc a bteach but instead an appropriatc balancc of rights; nnd Part of

k.

p.

q-

4lPage



6.

thc complaint rcqulcs furthcr infonnation be submittcd by thc cornplainant in otdcr to
propcdy considcr tl.rc matter.

Any Other Busincss
Website
'l hc (lommission rcitcratcd tlrc nced fcrr a morc propctlv functioning rvcbsite. 'Ihc Nlanagcr

updatcd the l\{cn-rbcrs on hcr rccent mceting rcgatding thc building of ncw rvcbsitcs fot all

of tl.rc (lomnrissions and thc procuremcnt proccss which is bcing unclertakcn to arvard the

contfact.

Action Items
'l'hc n-rcmbcrs rvcre askcd to:
a. (,onduct a ltnal rcvicrv ofthc Education Bill (20i5); and

b. (londuct a rcvicrv of thc l,al;our Relations llilt (2015).

'l'hc Secretariat was askcd to:
a. Send a follorv up lctter to the rcler.ant public audroritics asking for rcplics rvithin agrccd

timcframes in all outstanding matters;
b. I)raft ct>rcspondence to thc Chairman of thc N{ental Health (lommission rc tl.rc possible

collaborativc cfforts;
c. l)raft comcspondcnce to thc N{inistry of Education re thc issucs at the Lightl.rousc

Sch<>ol;

d. I)raft a viewpoint on the marinc parks proposals;
e. I)raft rclcvamt corrcspondence for all hurnan rights complaints and enquitics; and
f. Continuc to u'ork on creating a ncrv rvebsitc.

Items to bc Discussed at the Next Meeting
a. l\{attcrs arising ftom thc mceting with FJNI Prisons lnspectorate 'Icam

b. lr{ccting with l{e prcscntatir.c of thc LINH(lR
c. Issucs at Lighthousc School
d. Ilducation llill 201-5

e. Cor.rditional Rcleasc Lau'
f. Labour lLelations Larv
g. Ncrv and C)utstanding lJun-ran lUghts (iomplaints and Hnquirics

Next Meeting
Thc ncxt mecting of tbc Fllt(l is schcdulcd fr>r 8 ()ctobct 2015 at 2;00pm at d.rc ofFrces of
the Commissior-ts Sccrctariat.

Adioumment
The mcctir.tg was ad)ourncd at 4:25pm.
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James Austin-Smith
CHAIRMAN
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
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