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COMMISSIONS SECRETARIAT MEMBERS PRESENT:
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1. Meeting called to order
The meeting rvas called to ordet at 2:45pm.

2. Confitmation of Ptevious Minutes
Thc 4 Fcbruary 2016 minutes rvete approvcd.

3. Outstanding Business
a. Fluman Rights Commission Annual Report

The 2015 Annual Rcport rvas recently tabled in thc Legislatlve Asscmbly at which time
mcdia oudets also received hardconies. 'l'hc lteoort has bccn added to the Commission's
website.

b, Response to Labout Relations Bill
'I'hc Comrnission rvill Frnalise their comrnents on the draft bill in order to submit final
comments to the GoYefnment.

c. Mental Health Educational Pamphlets
Minor amcndments vill bc made t<.r thc pamphlets in otdet to Frnalise them for
submission to the N{ental Health Commissi.on.

d. Response to Discussion Papet on Bullying
The contents of this paper were discussed and the members consideted the questions
poscd at the conclusion of the paper. Thc Commission rvill submit its rcview of the same

to thc Govcrnment.
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A New Business
a. Operation of the Human Rights Commission

This matter was defetred as the entirc membership rvas not in attendance.

b. Response to HMPS Northwatd te neu/ prisoner phone system
Thc l)irector ofPrisons proactir.ely sought the advice of the Comrnission rvith respect to
implementing a nerv prisoners' tclcphone system. Feedback was givcn to thc Director
rvhich included thc recommendation that a bricf, but succinct, writtcn policy bc
inffoduced. Thc l)irector has confrrmed his willingness to accept such a

rccommendation and vrill circulatc a coDy of the Dolic\, to the Commission as soon as it
is ar.ailable.

Human Rights Complaints
a. Update on Human Rights Complaint 0I4 /2013

'l'he Commissron was updatcd on this complaint, horvevct, it agrccd again that the
matter should be dcfcrrcd pending an imminent final rcsolution betrveen thc parties. It is
noted that mcmbct Ben Tonner continues to recuse himsclf from this complaint.

b. Update on Human Rights Complaints 006 /2014,014 /2014,003 /2015
It was notcd that these matters have been outst2nding for some time as the Commission
has been arvaiting thc publication of lcgislation to resolve the complaints. As such thc
Commission agrced that the Secrctariat should cnsute its draft rcport rcmains accurate
and fonvard it to thc Commission for review prior to bcing published.

c. Update on lluman Rights Complaint 002 /2015
Comrnission membcrs discussed the report on this complaint and agrecd to submit final
comments and qucstions in order to finalise and publish the samc.

d. Update on Human Rights Complaint 004 /2015
Thc Commission considered this complaint and agreed that the Sectetariat had
cxhausted thc research and er.idencc collccting options in this mattcr. The Comrnission
tequested that thc infotmation should be drafted in chronological order so that a

dctcrminatiofl can be made on the medts of the allegations. It is noted that Chairman

Jamcs Austin-Smith continues to rccusc himself from this complaint.

e. Update on Fluman Rights Complaint 008/2015
'Ihis complaint rvas deferred as thc (lommission is as'aiting further information from thc
complainant's lcgal represcntati'r'e. It is noted that rncmber Ben -I'onncr condnues tcr

rccuse himself from this complaint.

f. Update on Human Rights Complairat 009 /2015
'l he Commission considcred this comnlaint and
nccdcd from thc complainaot bef<rrc the hle can
contacted according\,.

agrced that furthcr information is
bc closed. Thc complainant rvill bc
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h.

o.
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k.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 010 / 2015
'.fhc Commission discusscd this complaint and it s'as agrecd that, if it did not hcar from
the complainant in th,rrn da!'s From the date of the last lettcr that rvas sent to thc
complainant, thc Commission rvill close the case. Thc complainant rvill be inforned
accotdinglv.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 013 /2015
'l'his complaint rvas defetted as thc Commission is au'aiting furthcr infrrrnation ftom the
corrrplainant's legal tepresentativc. lt is notcd that member Ben'lonncr continues to
rccu.e himsclf fr.,m this compleinr.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 077 /2015
Thc Cornmission discusscd this complaint and it rvas agreed that no furthcr action is

rcquircd bl the Comrnission and thc Frle can bc closed. 'I he complainant rvill be
infotmcd accordinglr'.

Update on Fluman Rights Complaint 020,021,022/2015
Thc Chaitman is currentll, considcring thc complainant's letter in this mattef as rvcll as

thc additional information which rvas submittcd.

Update on Fluman Rights Complaint 024 /2015
T'hc (lommission consideted this complaint and it rvas agtccd that the (lommission s,-ill

prcparc a lcttcr to the public authori$, involvcd. 'l'he Commission rvill also prcparc a

responsc to thc complainant dctaillng its Frndings and close thc hlc.

Updatc on Human Rights Compla int 026 / 2015
'l'hc Cr>tnrnission is curentll considerj.ng the responsc in this mnttcr.

Updatc on Human Rights Conplaint 029 /2015
'l'hc (}>mmission has receiyed a detailed rcsponsc from the public ar"rthority which it is
clurentlv considering. It \.as agrccd that this matter sholrld be deferrcd until thc ncxt
mce ting in ordcr to allorv membcrs additional timc to consider the net' infcrrmation.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 007/2016
'lhe Commission is currenth. considcring the rcsponsc in this matter.

Update on Human Rights Complaint 003 
^nd 

004 /2016
'l he Comrnission is curentlr considcring thc rcsponse in this matter.

Fluman Rights Complaint 005 /2016
Thc Commission rcyicrved this cotnplaint and agrccd to scnd its rcccxntncnclations to
thc pr,rblic authorit)- inr-olr-ed in this mattcr. 'l'hc filc rvill thcn bc ckrscd.

q. Human Rights Complaint 006 /2016
Thc Commission discussed this cornplaint. It rvas agrccd that no further action rvas

rcquirccl ll- the Comrnission and thc filc can bc closed. Thc complainant rvill bc
informcd accordinslr.
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r. Human Rights Complai nt 007 /2076
The Comrnission discussed this complaint. It rvas agrccd that no further action rvas

required by the Comrnission and thc filc can be closed. The complainant 'will be

informcd accordingll .

s. Human Rights Complaint 008/2016
The Commission discussed this complaint. It rvas agteed that no further acdon rvas

tcquired by the Commission and thc frlc can be closed. 'l'he complainant will be
infotmed accotdingly.

t. Fluman Rights Complaint 009 /2016
The Comrrrission considcted this complaint. It was agreed that there rvas no er-idence of
a breach of human rights as alleged. 'l'he complainant will be infortned accordingly and

the file closed.

u. lluman Rights Complai nt 010 / 2016
The Commission dcferred this complaint as thcrc rvas not quorum to consider it. It is

noted that Chaitman James .t\ustin-Smith and member Bcn Tonnet tecused themselvcs
ftom this complaint.

v. Human Rights Complaint 011/2016
The Comnission discusscd this complaint. It rvas agteed that no further acdon rvas

requircd by the Commission and the file can be closcd. The complainant rvill be

informed accordingly.

w. Fluman Rights Complaifi 0n/2016
The Commission discussed this complaint. lt rvas agreed that no furthet acdon w-as

required by the Comrnission and thc Frlc can be closcd. The complainant lill be

informcd accotdingly.

x. Human Rights Complaint 013/2016
-fhc Commission discussed this complaint. It rvas agreed that no further acdon was

required by thc Commrssion and the {ilc can be closed. 'I'he complainant rvill be
informed accordinglv.

y. Human Rights Complaint 074 /2016
'l'he Commission discusscd this complaint. lt was agteed that no further action was

required bv thc Commission and the file can be closcd. The complainant rvill bc
informed accordingll..

z. Fluman Rights Complaint 015 /2016
The Commission discusscd this complaint. It rvas agtccd that no further action was
required b1 the Comrnission and the file can bc closcd. The complainant rvill bc
infotmed accotdinglv.
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aa. Fluman Rights Complaint 016 /2016
'l he Commission discussed this complaint.
requlcd bl the Commission and the filc
informed accordingly.

bb. Human Rights Complaint 017 /2016
'Ihe Commission discusscd this complaint.
tequred by thc Comrrrission and thc file
infotmecl accordin glr'.

that no furthcr action rvas

Thc complainant rvill bc
It rvas agreed
can be closcd.

6.

1

It rvas agreed that no further action rvas

can be closcd. 'l'hc complainant r.vill be

cc. Human Rights Compla int 018 / 2016
'Ihe Commission considcrcd this complaint and additional information that vas
rcquested by thc rclcr.ant public authorin. 'lhe Commission can find no eyidencc of a

breach of hunun rights in accordancc rvith the llill of Rights, Frccdoms and
llcsponsibilitics. Additionallr, the public authoritr inr.oh.cd has taken measures to dcal
rvith thc cr>mplainant's concerns internalll,.'lhcrefore thc filc can be closed. The
complainant rvill bc infotmed accordingll.

Any Other Business
'l'hete rvas no othcr busincss to discuss.

Action Items
The mcmbcrs rvcrc askcd to:
a. Submit final comments on thc Labour Relations Bill;
b. Submit final cotnments on thc l)iscussion l)aper on Bullyingl and
c. (lonsidcr thc rclevant human rights complaints.

The Secretariat rvas askcd to:
a. Submit thc Frnal response on thc l,ab()ur ltclations Bill foll<xving thc submission of

commcnts bv N{cmbers;
b. Submit thc finaliscd version of thc lr{cntal Health Educadonal Pamphlcts;
c. Submit the final responsc on thc l)iscussion l)apcr on l)ullling follorving the submission

of commcnts by It{embers;
d. Conduct an1'rcscarch and/or draft any snmmaries as detailcd abovc; and
e. Draft correspr>ndencc in all ncrv and ()utstanding human rights cotr-rplaints including the

finalisation of rcports.

Items to be Discussed at the Next Meeting
a. Labour l{clations Bill
b. I)iscussion l)apcr on Bullving
c. X{cntal Flcalth Iiclucational Pamohlcts
d, Neiv artd ( )utstanding Human fughrs (.omplaints

Next Meeting
'lhc next mccting of the HRC is schcdulcd fcl 2 junc 2016 at 2:30pn at thc offrces of thc
Commissions Sccrctariat.
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Adjoumment
The meeting rvas adjoumed at 4:55pm.

James Austin-Smith
CHAIRMAN
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
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